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VISION STATEMENT  

Pompallier Catholic College is a Catholic community with a Marist charism that challenges all students to excel in their endeavours.  We promote 
Christian values, excellence in learning and quality relationships to enable students to be outstanding citizens.  Our College shall be a place where 

all “...encounter the living God who in Jesus Christ reveals his transforming love and truth”. 

As a young boy I would often stay with my uncle and 
aunty on their farm.  My cousins were a little older than 
me and took some pleasure in making my life more    
challenging.  However, my uncle would always come to 
my aid and my aunty would provide additional support by 
waving a straw broom in the face of my adversaries.  Not 
surprisingly, I had very positive feelings towards them 
both through their life span.  A few years ago I learnt that 
my uncle and a group of other young adults had been 
convicted of a crime and sentenced to three month’s hard 
labour.  This revelation did not sit well with the image I 
had of my uncle.    

When something no longer makes sense, what do you 
do?  One option is to reach a new understanding in light 
of new information.  Another is to reject the information 
and to retain the earlier understanding, while a third could 
be to jettison everything because it all becomes too     
difficult to reconcile.  

Over many years of teaching in Catholic schools, I have 
taught many students who proclaim that they are atheists. 
It’s a rather bold claim to make, given that they are      
unlikely to have gathered sufficient knowledge of the 
world to be able to declare that there is no God.  A short 
discussion usually reveals that they are unsure about the 
existence of God, given their knowledge and experience 
to date.  Prominent in the discussion are concerns and 
confusion relating to the “Word of God”, or the Bible.  

In the earlier books, the Word of God advocates for action 
that presents us with a rather unpleasant image.          
Infanticide, slavery and genocide were all practices      
attributed to commands of God.  We certainly don’t teach 
of a God of this nature.  When we say that a Catholic 
school exists for students to experience the living God, we 
are not providing an experience of this God.  

They also query why God’s word needs to be edited so 
frequently in the Bible?  Had God made a mistake in the 
first edition and it thus needed an update?  Many books of 
the Bible show evidence of being edited at different times 
by different authors, and some books have been joined up 
to form what now looks like a single book within the Bible.  

Other students take a position of supporting everything in 
the Bible without much critique at all.  God’s Word should 
not be treated lightly.  In order to make sense of things, 
some may play a linguistic form of the game “Twister”.  
They will try to explain how the inconsistencies and     
inaccuracies can be understood or reconciled.  Two    
conflicting Creations stories, two different sets of “Ten 
Commandments”, three versions of the “Last Supper”, to 
name but a few.  This helps them to hold onto the literal 
truth of the word, because any alternative leaves too 
much doubt.   

For others their life experience, education and social 

norms seem very much at odds with the words of the  
Bible and the teachings of religious leaders.  They know 
that Science stands at odds with Creation.  They hear 
religious leaders say that a God who walks on water    
allows Tsunami’s.  That God loves all but for                
homosexuals and that corona virus, and earthquakes are 
divine punishment for a sinful society.  Rather than       
critically sifting through the rhetoric, they opt for the     
jettison approach and walk away from organised religion 
and frequently faith itself.  

There are wonderful, loving, amazing people in all of the 
above.  However, they all tend to understand the Bible in 
ways that undervalue its true worth.  As with most books, 
the Bible emerged from the lived experience of real    
people who were trying to make sense of the world 
around them.  The books were written over 1,200 years, 
ending 100 years after the life of Jesus.  They give insight 
into the changing world around them, and their            
understanding of God.  Teachings such as the             
resurrection from the dead, and a God who personifies 
love, justice and mercy, come though towards the end of 
this time period.  

Throughout this time period of writing and into more    
recent times, the Earth was still flat.  God lived above the 
Earth and the dead lived below it.  There were no viruses 
or bacteria causing illness.  Sickness was a consequence 
of one causing offense to another.  There were no natural 
forces at play causing rain, wind or thunder.  Weather 
was at the discretion of the deities.  The books need to be 
read with this lens.  

Universal education has only been with much of the world 
in the last 200 years.  For the previous 3000 years,     
reading and writing was reserved for the elite of society. 
In many ways, the Bible was used to reinforce desired 
social norms.  It was not possible to question what the 
religious leaders, monarchy or Popes proclaimed as truth, 
based on the Bible, because people could not read.  

Today we can.  We can read the Bible knowing that     
human words are limited.  They can only lead us towards 
the truth, but never fully capture it.  However, we can   
journey confidently in our insecurity, to better understand 
and love the Bible with its amazing and insightful books.   
Requiring security and certainty about the word of God 
will not unlock for us the depths of humanity and will    
impede a pathway to the divine.  Just like those early   
writers, journey on with your uncertainty and await the 
revelation of God through time.  

 
Richard Stanton 

PRINCIPAL 
 

 



UPCOMING EVENTS - Term 4 
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NOTE:  All events are subject to confirmation, depending on the Covid Alert Level we are in. 
 
OCTOBER 

Fri 1 Last day of Term 3   

Mon 18 First day of Term 4 

Tue 19 Year 8 HPV 2nd vaccination College Library 9.00am 

Mon 25 Public Holiday - Labour Day School closed  

Thu 28 Year 7 & 8 Athletics Day (p/p date: Fri 29) College   

NOVEMBER 

Thu 4 - Fri 5 Junior Exams   

Mon 8 - Tue 9 Junior Exams 

Thu 11 Year 13 Workshop - Life After School College 9.20am - 11.10am 

Sat 13 Youth Mass - TBC SFX Church  6.00pm 

Wed 17 Leavers’ Mass SFX Church TBC 

Thu 18 Senior Prize Giving College TBC 

Sat 20 Leavers’ Dinner TBC TBC 

Mon 22 Year 10 Careers Day College 9.00am - 3.00pm 

Mon 22 - Thu 14 Dec NCEA Exams  

Wed 24 - Fri 26 Year 7 Camp The Farm  

Tue 30 TEACHER ONLY DAY School closed for instruction  

DECEMBER 

Thu 2 Year 7 in 2022, Orientation Day College TBC 

Fri 10 Junior Prize Giving College TBC 

Fri 10 Last day of Term 4 School finishes 12.00pm approx.  

 

 

 

 

 

PAST PUPILS UPDATE 

We congratulate the following past student 
who graduated from Victoria University of 
Wellington between June 2020 and May 
2021: 

Elizabeth Jackson:   Master of Teaching (Primary). 

STUDYLINK 2022 

Apply before 16 December -                
you can't miss it. 

If you're studying in 2022, 16 December is 
a very important date.  It's one you just 
can't miss. 

Around 150,000 students will need to get 
organised for study in 2022.  Apply for your 
student allowance or loan before 16      
December to give yourself the best chance 
of having everything sorted and ready for 
the start of your course. 

If you’ve had a student allowance or loan in 
the last 12 months, login to MyStudyLink 
and use the Returning Application to apply.  
It'll take less than five minutes. 

2022 OPTION FORMS 
Parents - please ensure your child’s option form is    
completed and returned urgently, as they are now    
overdue.   

Detailed information on subjects available for 2022 can 
be found in our Curriculum booklet, available on the   
College website.  Thank you. 

https://www.pompalliercollege.school.nz/newindexs.php?record=options


SPORTS DEPARTMENT NEWS : Term 3, Week 10 

HOCKEY RESULTS 

Collegiate 1
st

 XI 

20 Sep vs WBHS Gold drew 2 - 2 

 POD Ah Him Iamafana, FP Caleb Foreman 

27 Sep vs HoraHora lost 0 - 2 

Collegiate 2
nd

 XI 

20 Sep vs WBHS Yellow lost 0 - 2 

27 Sep vs Bream Bay lost 0 - 6 

Intermediate Team 1 

17 Sep vs MGK Magnificent M won 6 - 3 

 POD Daniel Hugo, FP Lucas van den Bosch 

24 Sep vs Matarau Awa lost 10 - 1 

 POD Jasmin McCluskey, FP Dylan Hughes 

Intermediate Team 2 

16 Sep vs Matarau won 5 - 2 

23 Sep vs KIS Blue won 3 - 0 

UPCOMING EVENTS - TERM 4 

All sports events are to be confirmed, and will be  
subject to Covid Alert Levels. 

 Sat 2 Oct Clay Target NI SS Champs  Whangarei 

 Thu 28 Oct Year 7/8 Athletics Day  Pompallier 

 Thu 28 Oct Rowing Regatta Karapiro 

to Sun 31 Oct 

 Fri 5 Nov Rowing Regatta Pukepuke 

to Sun 7 Nov 

 Wed 24 Nov WPSSA Year 7/8 Athletics TBC 

 Thu 2 Dec Rowing Regatta Karapiro 

to Sun 5 Dec 

 Wed 15 Dec Rowing Regatta Karapiro 

to Sun 19 Dec 

 Wed 26 Jan North Island Club Champs  

to Mon 31 Jan 

TEAM TRAININGS IN THE GYM 

Tuesday: 

3.30pm - 5.00pm Basketball, Year 9/10 

5.00pm - 6.30pm Basketball, Senior Boys  

Wednesday: 

3.30pm - 5.00pm Basketball, Year 7/8 

5.00pm - 7.00pm Basketball, Senior Boys 

Friday: 

Lunchtime Basketball, Senior Boys 

MARIST WOMEN’S SENIOR HOCKEY CLUB 

Players wanted!  Anyone interested in playing for 
Marist 2022 season, Div 2 or Reserve B.  Contact     
Brendon Quaid asap on 027 245 7339.  All welcome! 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS 

Congratulations to Elizabeth Gould for achieving her first 
nationally-recognised umpire qualification for Netball.  
This involved her passing a national centre theory test, as 
well as being assessed by 2 umpire coaches.  Well done 
Elizabeth! 

ASB SECONDARY SCHOOL SPORTS AWARDS 

Sport Northland has advised us that the Northland      
Secondary School Sports Council (NSSSC) reviewed 
these annual Awards at the end of 2020, and it was     
decided that the Northland Secondary School Sports 
Awards will not be held in 2021.  

SPORTS FEES 

Thank you to all those families who have paid their fees.  
Any outstanding sports fees are now overdue - please 
ensure payment is made as a matter of urgency. 

UNIFORMS 

Please return your sports uniform as soon as possible to 
the Sports Office. 

COACHES REQUIRED FOR 2022 

We require Coaches for the following sports codes; 

Netball - Senior and Junior teams 

Volleyball - Senior and Junior teams 

If you think you might be interested, please contact me for 
further details (contact details below). 

NETBALL NEWS 

Twilight Social Netball:  Women’s, Mixed and           
Intermediates. 

Thursday 21 October - Thursday 25 November, 6.00pm - 
7.00pm. 

Entries close Sunday 17 October.  Register via: 

www.whangareinetball.co.nz/tournaments&twilight/
twilight/socialnetball 

Twilight Fast 5:  Wednesday 20 October - Wednesday 
24 November, 6.00 - 7.00pm. 

Entries close Sunday 17
th
 October.  Register via: 

www.whangareinetball.co.nz/tournaments/twilightfast5  

 

 

“You don’t have to be great to start 
BUT 

You have to start to be great” 
 

I would like to thank you for your ongoing support and 
wish you all an enjoyable, restful holiday, 

Julia Lecky 
SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR 

438 3950 Ext 219 

julia.lecky@pompallier.school.nz 
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2021 EDGExams : Years 11 - 13  
      All exams are 3 hours long (unless noted) 

PLEASE NOTE:- 

 ALL students sitting external exams are expected to sit these 
EDGExams. 

 Report to your exam venue fifteen minutes before the exam is due to 
start. 

 Normal bell times will run during the course of the week of exams. 

EXAM REGULATIONS 

1. Appropriate mufti clothes should be worn.  You may be asked to 
clear out your pockets of clothing with large pouches or pockets. 

2. You will not be allowed into the exam if you are more than 30 
minutes late (ring the Student Centre on ext 202 if you have a 
problem). 

3. In an exam you are not allowed to leave the exam room within the 
first 45 minutes or the last 15 minutes of the  exam.  MCAT (Year 
11) rules are different.  

4. When you have finished your exam, raise your hand to have your 
paper collected.  

5. Students will not be allowed out of the exam unless the need is 
very obvious.  They may be escorted.  

6. Students are encouraged to bring their NSN card or a printout of 
the exam subjects they are entered into.  

7. A 600ml (max.) unlabelled water bottle is allowed. 

8. No electronic equipment will be allowed, except for calculators, 
when prescribed. 

9. Do not bring into the exam: papers, correction fluid, food, watch. 

10. During the exams :- 

a) You will work in silence and your silence begins from the  
moment you walk into the exam. 

b) You must not communicate in any way with other students in 
the exam room. 

c) You are not allowed to write in pencil or use correction fluid 
(eg. Twink) 

d) All your writing equipment (blue or black pens only) must be 
carried in a transparent bag. 

e) There will be no cell phones permitted in the exam room. 

f) Any suspicion of unacceptable behaviour will be investigated, 
and may lead to a loss of grades. 

11. These are serious exams and your time management and full 
participation in them will definitely influence what you learn for the 
future and the NCEA exams beginning on 22 November. 

12. Accept the challenges offered and learn from your performance. 

11 SCN & 11 MAS to complete EDGExams in class.                                             *  Exam may finish after buses leave - arrange travel home 
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